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himself to his functions with greater vigour than ever. The poor were
always the object of his peculiar care. He was twice discovered to have
given away, with the hazard of his own life, in extreme cold weather in
winter, the waistcoat which he had on his back. For three months before
the harvest he distributed general alms among all the inhabitants of the
mountains, provisions being always very scarce there at that season. He
founded hospitals on the Alps for the entertainment of poor travellers;
because, before that time, many perished for the want of such a succour,
To preserve in his heart the spirit of devotion and penance, he continued
to practise, as much as possible, all the austerities and other rules of his
Order, only commuting manual labour for the spiritual functions of his
charge. By his conversation with the God of peace he imbibed an eminent
spirit of that virtue, and learned, by humility and charity, to be truly the
man of peace; having also a singular talent for extinguishing the most
implacable and inveterate enmities. He often reconciled sovereign princes
when they were at variance, and prevented several bloody wars. The
emperor, Frederic I, set up Octavian, a schismatical pope under the name
of Victor, against Alexander III. St Peter was almost the only subject
of the empire who had the courage openly to oppose his unjust attempt,
and he boldly defended the cause of justice in presence of the tyrant and
in many councils. The emperor, who banished others that spoke in favour
of that cause, stood in awe of his sanctity; and Peter, by his mild counsels,
frequently softened his fierceness and checked the boisterous sallies of his
fury whilst, like a roaring lion, he spread terror on every side. The saint
preached in Alsace, Burgundy, Lorraine, and in many parts of Italy; and
confounded the obstinate by numberless miraculous cures of the sick,
performed by the imposition of his hands and prayer. He was ordered
by the pope to go into France and Normandy, to endeavour a reconciliation
between the kings of England and France, who had made peace in 1169
but quarrelled again the next year. Though then very old, he preached
wherever he went. Louis VII sent certain gentlemen of his court to
meet him at a great distance and received him with the greatest marks of
honour and respect; but honours and crowds were of all things the most
troublesome to the saint. The man of God restored the use of sight to
one blind in the presence of the Count of Flanders and many other noble-
men who were at that time with the King of France, who being also him-
self an eye-witness, examined carefully all the circumstances and declared
the miracle to be evident and incontestable. The saint went from Paris
to Chaumont, on the confines of Normandy, where Henry II, King of
England, met him; and when he arrived in sight of the holy man, alighted
from his. horse and, coming up, fell at his feet. The people stole the cloak
or^hood of St Peter and were going to cut it in pieces to divide the scraps,
being persuaded that they would perform miracles. But the king took